
English 1B: Critical Thinking and Writing 
 

 

Section 92 | MW 8:00 – 10:30 AM  Prof. Butler 

Section 93 | MW 1:10 – 3:40 PM  miranda.butler@rccd.edu 

 

Course Description  
 

Through a study of literature, this course develops your critical thinking, reading, and writing 

skills beyond the level achieved in 1A, as you read and analyze a variety of genres (poems, 

novellas, drama, films, and essays). Our assignments will ask you to recognize both the contexts 

and claims of these works. You will explore their structures and arguments, and thoughtfully 

discuss your analyses in written assignments. To succeed in the class, you must do two things: 1) 

carefully and diligently read, take notes on, and discuss each text both in class and at home; and 

2) complete four clear, persuasive, evidence-based essay assignments about what you have read. 

 

To tie all our readings together, our class will have a theme: More than Friends in the 19th 

Century. We will read a long poem by Alfred Tennyson about his best friend (1850), many 

poems by Emily Dickinson about her unusual relationships (1855-1865), the novella Carmilla 

about a toxic female friendship (1872), and the play The Importance of Being Earnest, about a 

love-quadrangle featuring two sets of BFFs (1895). We will analyze and discuss everything from 

best friends to “just friends,” in a relatable and LGBT+ safe classroom environment.  

Required Books (available at the Bookstore, or online via Amazon) 
 

• The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde  

o Recommended ISBN: 978-0-393-92753-5, Norton Critical Edition 

• Carmilla by J. Sheridan Le Fanu ONLY (other books by the same name exist) 

o Recommended ISBN: 978-0-815-63311-2, Syracuse University edition 

 

Recommended editions offer you the same page numbers as the class, and provide helpful 

resources like explanatory footnotes. If you are under financial strain, older editions or FREE 

digital editions are acceptable, but less good. Further readings at: https://tinyurl.com/ENGL923 

https://tinyurl.com/ENGL923
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Other Things You Will Need 
 

• Access to a computer with word processing, Internet access, and printing capabilities.  
 

o Here are some places to print on campus: Writing and Reading Center (HM 222), 

Student Center (behind the Bookstore), campus computer labs, and the library. 
 

o If you do not have MS Word, consider using Google Docs, which is free with a 

Gmail account and will allow you to format and edit your paper appropriately. 
 

• A stapler and/or paperclips to bind the pages of your essays  
 

• A folder or notebook with paper for in-class writing, note-taking, and storing your 

assignments, grading rubrics, drafts and editing notes, etc. 
 

• Access to a dictionary and/or encyclopedia app or website (Wikipedia is fine when 

you’re just reading) to look up unfamiliar words—our books are 100-200 years old! 
 

• General supplies (pens, pencils, highlighters if you use them, etc.) 

 

Classroom Rules 
 

Things to Do: 

✓ Take notes in the margins of your books, and/or in a notebook or Word document, as you 

complete your homework reading each night. You will need these notes for your essays! 

✓ Arrive to class on time, with all your materials (books, notebook, pen/pencil etc.), having 

completed all assigned readings and/or homework. 

✓ Listen diligently and respectfully to the instructor, and to your peers during discussion, 

and take notes in class every day. 

✓ Ask questions when you have them! There’s no such thing as a “dumb” or bad question. 

Things to Avoid: 

✓ Do NOT behave or speak in a hostile, offensive, or unprofessional manner to your peers 

or the instructor at any time. Our classroom is a safe and open-minded environment, 

where we may all share our opinions and ideas freely and without judgment. 

✓ Do NOT use your phone or computer for any purpose other than reading the class texts 

(if you have a digital version), taking notes, or looking up unfamiliar words. If you are 

using social media, taking pictures, or texting, I will ask you to leave the classroom and 

you will receive a zero for all participation/assignments completed that day. 

✓ Do NOT bring messy food or un-capped drinks to class. Please make sure your drink(s) 

have a water-tight lid. You may bring small snacks as long as they are not loud, smelly, 

or distracting. If we have any issues, I may revoke snack privileges at any time.  
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Grade and Assignment Breakdown 
 

Attendance & Participation: (100/1000 points)  
 

You will receive 3 points per day for coming to class: 

• 1 point for simply showing up and signing in  

• 2 points for paying attention and actively contributing to class 

 

 The remaining 10% of your participation grade will be based on in-class and take-home 

writing assignments, TBA during the semester. 

 

Students are allowed 2 free absences during the semester for any reason as long as they do 

not conflict with a major due date and/or deadline. See my “Late Work” policy on page 6 for 

more details. After the second absence, points can NOT be made up in any way for any reason. 

Missing six (6) or more classes will result in being automatically dropped from the course. 

 

Essay 1: Literary Analysis of a Poem (150/1000 points)  
 

Essay 1 will ask you to use the literary analysis terms you have been learning in class to analyze 

one poem by Emily Dickinson, OR one canto of In Memoriam, the poem by Alfred Tennyson. A 

more detailed prompt will be provided in class.  

 

• You will receive a score out of 25 points, graded on the quality of your work and effort, 

for completing your introduction and first body paragraph on time before the first Paper 1 

deadline. You will receive an additional score out of 25 points, graded based on the 

quality of your draft and the quality of the edits you give your peer, for your rough draft. 

 

• You will receive 100 additional points, as a letter grade according to the Essay Grading 

Rubric, for a complete final draft of your essay. This includes making revisions to your 

introduction and first body paragraph and including them in your complete paper. 

 

Essay 2: Close Reading of The Importance of Being Earnest (200/1000 points)  
 

Essay 2 will ask you to analyze specific details from one scene in Oscar Wilde’s play, The 

Importance of Being Earnest, in order to make an argument that responds to one essay prompt 

question. A more detailed essay assignment will be provided in class.  

 

• You will receive 50 points, graded based on the quality of your draft and the quality of 

the edits you give your peer, for bringing a rough draft of Essay 2 to class the session 

before your final deadline, and completing a peer review packet with a classmate. 

 

• You will receive 150 points, as a letter grade according to the Essay Grading Rubric, for 

the final draft of your essay. 
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Essay 3: History and Argument in Context (200/1000 points)  
 

Essay 3 will ask you to analyze specific lines of dialogue or detail in J. Sheridan Le Fanu’s 

Carmilla, in order to respond to a prompt about the book’s cultural and historical significance. 

Your essay must demonstrate a clear understanding of the nineteenth century based all on your 

assignments from throughout the semester. A more detailed prompt will be provided in class. 

 

• You will receive 25 points, graded based on the quality of your draft and the quality of 

the edits you give your peer, for bringing a rough draft of Essay 2 to class the session 

before your final deadline, and completing a peer review exercise with a classmate. 

 

• You will receive 175 points, as a letter grade according to the Essay Grading Rubric, for 

the final draft of your essay. 

 

Essay 4 and Essay 4 Presentation: Book vs. Film Comparison (200/1000 points)  
 

Essay 4 will ask you to compare the context and argument of Le Fanu’s original novella to the 

2016 film version we watch together. A more detailed prompt will be provided in class. 

 

• You will receive 50 points, as a letter grade according to an oral report rubric that I will 

provide, for giving a 5 minute presentation of your thesis and argument in front of the 

class. Part of this grade also depends upon you offering questions/suggestions in what we 

call a “conference style” to your classmates as they present their papers. 

 

• Because of your oral report assignment, there will NOT be peer review for Essay 4. If 

you would like someone to read and discuss your essay with you, consider booking an 

appointment with a FREE writing tutor at the MVC Learning Center. 

 

• You will receive 150 points, as a letter grade according to the standard English 1B Essay 

Grading Rubric, for the final draft of your essay.  

 

Final Reflection (150/1000 points) – 15% of your overall grade 
 

• Instead of a final exam, I will ask you to write a thoughtful and persuasive reflection 

essay that discusses all of the literary texts we read this semester. Information TBA. 

Overall Grading Scale 
 

Your overall class grade will be determined using the following scale: 

 

A: 930 points or higher B-: 800 – 829 points D+: 665 – 699 points 

A-: 900 – 929 points C+: 765 – 799 points D: 630 – 664 points 

B+: 865 – 899 points C: 730 – 764 points  

B: 830 – 864 points C-: 700 – 729 points F: 629 or fewer points 
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How to Format Your Final Drafts 
 

All final papers must be in MLA format. This means… 

 

• 12-point font in Times New Roman or Arial throughout the entire paper 

• 1-inch margins on all four sides 

• An MLA heading (your name, the class and section number, my name, and the due date) 

in the top-left corner of the first page 

• Your last name and page number (ex: Smith 2) in the top-right corner of each page 

 

You must always include an MLA Works Cited page. This means… 

 

• Your Works Cited is on a separate page at the end of your document 

• It lists all your sources in alphabetical order based on the author’s last name. Sources 

include the class book(s)! There are no bullet points or numbers separating your sources.  

• It is double-spaced just like your paper, and uses hanging indents: this means you don’t 

indent the first line, but you DO indent the second, third (etc.) lines by 1/2 inch (one tab). 

 

If you are struggling with MLA format, don’t be afraid to Google it! Websites like the Purdue 

OWL are helpful and reliable, and you may use a Works Cited generator like EasyBib.com as 

long as you proofread the citations yourself afterwards—computers make mistakes sometimes. 

 

 Purdue OWL: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 Easy Bib: http://www.easybib.com/style/mla8/website-citation 

 

Rubric for All Four Essays 
 

All four of your final drafts will be graded using the same English 1B grading rubric, which is 

attached at the back of this syllabus (page 7). The rubric uses the following general standards: 

 

An “A” paper is Excellent. It has a clear, specific, and well-developed thesis and evidence, 

thought-provoking introduction and conclusion, and very few grammatical errors. It uses topic 

sentences, transitions, and paragraph breaks creatively and effectively. 

 

A “B” paper is Good. It has a clear, thoughtful thesis and evidence, interesting intro/conclusion, 

and may have some minor grammatical errors. It uses paragraphs and structure effectively. 

 

A “C” paper is Satisfactory. It has a thesis, though the thesis could benefit from more 

specificity or clarification. It makes an effort to offer an introduction, evidence, and conclusion. 

There may be several grammatical errors, though the reader can still understand what the author 

is trying to say. Topic sentences and paragraph structures are present, but could be improved. 

 

A Failing paper is Unsatisfactory. Its argument is vague or nonexistent. It may be too brief, 

and/or does not follow instructions. Poor grammar/mechanics make the paper difficult to read.   

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://www.easybib.com/style/mla8/website-citation
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Important Policies 
 

Essay Submission 
Your rough drafts and final drafts must be printed out, stapled, and submitted in-person on the 

day that they are due. I need paper copies to avoid eye-strain from the computer. If you cannot 

make it to class, please send your work with another student, or have a friend drop it off for you.  

 

Late Work Policy 
 

If you know in advance that you will miss class on an essay due date (because of travel plans, 

etc.), you may contact the professor prior to the deadline about submitting your essay in another 

way; for example, we can arrange for you to drop off your essay early in my mailbox.  

If you miss class any day, it is your responsibility to get the notes from a classmate. To be fair 

to all students, the instructor will not provide anyone with lecture notes or Power Point slides.  

If you miss an essay deadline, you have two class periods to submit your final draft LATE. If 

you submit your essay one class period late, you will be docked one full letter grade (An “A” 

essay becomes a “B”). If you submit your essay two class periods late, you will be docked one 

and a half letter grades (An “A” essay becomes a “B-”). If your paper is any later than that, it 

will not be accepted and will receive a zero. 

In-class assignments, including peer editing exercises, oral presentations, pop quizzes, etc., 

may not be “made up” or submitted late for any reason. If you miss them, you miss them. 

If you are experiencing a crisis of any kind (health, mental health, family, job/work, or 

otherwise), please get in touch with Prof. Butler as soon as possible. I am willing to discuss 

extensions with you as long as you let me know in advance that something is going on. 

 

Plagiarism Policy 
 

Any work you submit must be your own. Plagiarism is a form of cheating, which includes: 

copying the work of another person, whether that’s in an essay, writing assignment, or quiz/test; 

stealing a classmate’s ideas; buying an essay online or paying another student to do your work 

for you; presenting another person’s work as if it is your own—even if their work is only part of 

your paper, and whether they know you took their work or not; quoting, copying, or paraphrasing 

materials without using quotation marks and/or without citing your source(s); etc. If you are 

uncertain whether something is plagiarism or not, please ask the professor for clarification.  

In this intermediate-level English class, plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students who are 

suspected of plagiarism will undergo thorough investigation of their class materials and 

plagiarism sources. Students who plagiarize will receive an F on their assignment and an F in the 

class overall. Your plagiarism offense will become part of your disciplinary record and will be 

filed with the Dean of Instruction. It is possible to be expelled from the college for plagiarism.  

**Note: Class discussion and group work are considered a forum for the free exchange of ideas: 

you do not need to cite classmates or professors for ideas willingly shared in class. 


