
Close-Reading VAMPIRES in Context 
English 1B Paper #3 – Carmilla by J. Sheridan Le Fanu 

 

 

Close reading is thoughtful, critical analysis of a text that focuses on significant details or 

patterns in order to develop a deep, precise understanding of the text’s meaning.  

 

Paper #3 asks you to closely read one element of Carmilla to understand the cultural significance 

of vampires in the 1800s. Exactly like Paper 2, you do NOT need a literary device; instead, 

you will provide your own evidence/analysis of a metaphorical meaning that has been put forth 

by scholarly research. You will use academic/historical sources to support your close-reading. 

 

Thesis: 

 

[Author] uses  [specific element(s) of vampires that can be read metaphorically]   

 
J. Sheridan Le Fanu    uses  the descriptions of dead girls Carmilla leaves in her path 

 

in order to [symbolize some metaphorical meaning of vampirism] 

 
in order to depict the vampire as a symbol for plague and contagious illness 

 

because [contextualize why this was relevant/important in that historical moment]. 
 

because the spread of disease was a cultural anxiety during the Victorian period. 

 

 

Choose Your Topic: 

 

You are more than welcome to choose any symbol (and/or create your own!), but the following 

are clearly explained in Kathleen Costello-Sullivan’s introduction to Carmilla (pp. xvii-xxvi). 

• Early psychological sciences (Costello-Sullivan xix) 

• Repressed violence (Costello-Sullivan xiii) 

• Sexuality/Lesbianism (Costello-Sullivan xxi) 

• Feminism/Female power (Costello-Sullivan xx-xxi) 

• Foreigners seen as “Other”; non-Western or non-Catholic religions (xxii) 

 

Incorporating quotes from the book (primary source): 

• Make sure that your first paragraph introduces the title and author. 

• Quotes from the book still need to be smoothly incorporated—no dropped quotes! 

 

Incorporating quotes from a reliable secondary source: 

• When introducing a fact from a secondary source, you MUST indicate what your source 

is in the introduction to your quote to be persuasive. These sentences should look 

something like: “According to literary scholar Kathleen Costello-Sullivan…”  



Basic Requirements: 

 

✓ At least 1200 words (more than 1200 is OK. This is about 4 double-spaced pages.) 

✓ Standard MLA format, including 1” margins all around, legible 12-pt. font, consistent 

double spacing, MLA heading and headers, etc. 

✓ At least 2-3 quotes from the book that exemplify the detail you have chosen. 

✓ At least 2-3 quotes from at least two reliable* secondary sources. 

✓ An MLA Works Cited that includes 1) your edition of Carmilla; and 2) both sources. 

✓ There is NOT an intro/body #1 assignment. Instead, you will have extra lab time to work 

on your paper in class, so make sure you take advantage of that time to ask questions. 

✓ DEADLINES = Rough Draft due Wed., 11/7; Final Draft due Wed., 11/14 

 

Recommendation on Sources: 

➢ You are more than welcome to use the introduction to Carmilla, from which this prompt 

is taken, as one of your outside sources. If you bought a different copy of the book, you 

can read most of the introduction for FREE on the Amazon preview: 

https://www.amazon.com/Carmilla-Critical-Studies-Joseph-Fanu/dp/0815633114  

➢ Another excellent source is the essay by Tea Obreht, which was assigned in class. You 

can access this PDF on Course Sites or Prof. Butler’s website. 

 

*Is my source reliable? Use this checklist to be sure. Does your source… 

o Come from a place that is NOT Wikipedia? Wikipedia is not reliable for English papers. 

o Name a specific author(s) with a background that qualifies them to speak on the subject? 

o Come from an AD-FREE website that looks RECENT and PROFESSIONAL? 

o Have a URL from an educational or historical organization? (For example, a “.edu” or 

“.org” web address, or a URL that names a school, library, academic topic, or museum.) 

 

You will be graded on: 

(See your syllabus for rubric with descriptions of various grade-levels.) 

• A strong and clear thesis 

• An attention-grabbing introduction and thoughtful conclusion (Exactly like Paper 1) 

• Technical writing, including grammar/mechanics and proper use of MLA 

• A persuasive argument (MLA quotes with strong analysis) 

• Organization (focused paragraphs with logical transitions)  

 

 

EACH individual body paragraph must use P EA+EA R structure: 

 

Point: (Topic Sentence that tells what this paragraph will argue) 

Evidence 1: Primary source (quote from the book) 

Analysis 1: Analyze/close read your quote from the book 

Evidence 2: Secondary source (scholarly/historical research) 

Analysis 2: Analyze how your primary source and secondary source work together to prove your  

argument/close-reading. This is the longest, most substantial portion of the paragraph. 

Relate: Tell your reader how this paragraph has proved your thesis. 

https://www.amazon.com/Carmilla-Critical-Studies-Joseph-Fanu/dp/0815633114

