
Week 1 Tumblr Assignments 
 
 
Intro Assignment 
#1A30 DUE MONDAY AFTER CLASS, January 4, by midnight: 

• Make a Tumblr account. If you already have a Tumblr account, please make a separate one for 
this class. I suggest that you use a separate email account to do this. IMPORTANT: Please follow 
the class account, http://hitchhikersguideto1a.tumblr.com/, but don’t follow anyone else yet. 
Wednesday’s homework will give you directions on how to follow your peers. 

• Play around with Tumblr, especially if you’re not familiar with it. Tumblr will automatically give 
you a tutorial and show you how to use the site when you begin. If you can’t figure something 
out, Google it or click the “help” button (available under “Account,” the little picture of the 
person). Teach yourself how this website works and explore our class Tumblr homepage; the 
ability to adapt to new technologies is an important skill that employers look for. 

• Use Tumblr’s “Search” bar to search for any of the terms that we discussed in class. Any word or 
phrase we mentioned is fair game—philosophical terms, the names of the books and authors 
we’ll be reading, or even just “English class” words. Find a blog entry that relates to your term of 
choice, and re-blog one you find interesting with a comment on why you find it interesting. 
Please don’t accidentally follow the other blogs; you can click to view them without following. 

• Now that you’ve seen some examples, make your first post. Use any style that you feel would 
work best to summarize your response to today’s in-class writing assignment. You may include a 
picture, a quote, just plain words, or a combination. Anything is fair game as long as the post 
describes what you wrote about in class today. Use #1A30 for this post and all future posts. 

• Email me (mbutl003@ucr.edu) the link to your blog. Please write me a real, formal email with 
an appropriate subject line, greeting, message, and conclusion. 

 
#1A30 DUE WEDNESDAY before class, January 6, by 4PM: 

• After you turn in your intro assignment, I will post links to all your peers’ Tumblr blogs based on 
the emails you sent me. Please visit the official class Tumblr and use these links to follow ALL of 
your peers. Please stick to only following your classmates, because that way, your homepage 
will be an easy way for you to see what we’re discussing and complete re-blog assignments. 

• Post your own discussion question based on the Hitchhiker’s Guide reading (Ch. 1-4). Discussion 
questions can be as simple or as complex as you’d like, but should NOT have a right or wrong 
answer. They should be analytical, open-ended questions that can be discussed at length. 

o If your discussion question is based on a particular quote or passage, consider quoting 
that part, with a page number reference, in your blog post before asking your question. 

o Scroll through the official class Tumblr for examples of possible discussion questions. 

• Now that you’re following all your classmates, use your homepage to respond to them:  
o REBLOG at least one post and LEAVE A COMMENT on it. 
o “Like” at least one post that you feel would lead to a good in-class discussion. 

 
#1A30 ++ DUE ANY TIME by Friday, January 8, at midnight ++ 

• Customize the appearance of your individual blog. Choose a theme, colors, avatar/logo, etc. 

• Write a personal reflection, at least 150 words long, on your first week in this non-traditional 
English class. For example, what seems potentially enjoyable or helpful? How would you 
describe your feelings about English class? Are there things you are concerned about? What 
goals do you have? Write whatever you’re feeling, and be as honest and creative as you’d like. 

http://hitchhikersguideto1a.tumblr.com/
mailto:mbutl003@ucr.edu


Week 2 Tumblr Assignments 

 
 
#1A30 DUE MONDAY, January 11, by 4 PM 

• Post a response (in any form that you like) to ANY grammar rule(s) you’ve learned from The 
Elements of Style either this week or last week. Ideas include but are not limited to: rule(s) that 
would be most helpful for you in particular, questions about the grammar practice homework, 
examples of good or bad writing, songs with good/bad grammar, etc. 
  

#1A30 DUE WEDNESDAY, January 13, by 4 PM  

• Respond to this week’s WTNV podcasts, the HHG reading, or both.  
o Your response must include at least one comment (for example, a brief reflection or 

idea about the material), AND at least one discussion question for the class. 
o Favorite one of your peers’ responses to discuss in class. 

 
#1A30 ++ DUE ANY TIME BEFORE Friday, January 15, at midnight ++ 

• FAVORITE QUOTE: Post your favorite quote from ANY of this week’s class assignments to 
Tumblr. Then, look at your peers’ responses and favorite, reblog, or comment on one of theirs. 

• VIVID DESCRIPTIONS:  Find a picture of something you’d like to use for vivid description practice. 
Then, post a picture of that thing along with your vivid description of at least 100 words. 

 
 

Week 3 Tumblr Assignments 

 
ROUGH DRAFT DUE MONDAY, January 18, by 4 PM; PEER EDIT DUE TUESDAY, January 19, by 4PM 

• There’s NO CLASS today, but your email peer review should be top priority. Be in touch with 
your partner on Tumblr, email, or both, and take your job seriously. Anyone who does not edit 
their partner’s paper by 4PM Tuesday (unless they make arrangements with the teacher and 
their partner beforehand) will not be eligible for a passing grade on their own final paper. 
 

#1A30 DUE WEDNESDAY, January 20, by 4 PM  

• It’s poetry week! Write and post your own original poem. It can be about the class, about 
HHG/WTNV, about poetry itself, or anything that you want. It can be silly or serious.   

o Favorite, re-blog, or comment on one of your peers’ poems. 
o I will award a prize to the most creative and/or most popular class poem 

• Post a discussion question about the HHG reading and/or Monday’s podcast, and favorite, 
reblog, or comment on one of your classmates’ questions that you’d like to discuss. 

 
#1A30 ++ DUE ANY TIME BEFORE Friday, January 22, at midnight ++ 

• Week 3 reflection: At the end of the week, write how you’re feeling about Paper 1 and/or our 
class. Are you confident? Overwhelmed? Just happy to have the first assignment almost done? 
Write at least 150 words. Feel free to be as creative as you like. 

• Inspiration: Post something interesting or inspiring that you encountered this week. It doesn’t 
have to relate to this class (though it can if you want). Your inspiration can literally be anything. 

 
 



Week 4 Tumblr Assignments 

 
 
#1A30 DUE MONDAY, January 25, by 4 PM 

• THIS WEEK’S THEMES: Google or search Tumblr for posts related to the existential themes for 
unit 2: choice, responsibility, connections, improbability/probability, coincidence, etc. We will 
also discuss a philosopher named Jean-Paul Sartre if you’d like to look him up. Reblog something 
you find interesting or relevant to class. 

• A STORY ABOUT YOU: Make a post of any kind (pictures/photos, writing, poetry, etc.) that tells a 
story about you. You can interpret this to mean anything you want. For example: Who are you? 
Why are you the way you are? Who or what has helped shape you? Or, more simply, what’s a 
story in your life (other than your “remembered event”) that you feel like sharing? 

o Please also interact with someone else’s story. (Like, comment, reblog.) 
  

#1A30 DUE WEDNESDAY, January 27, by 4 PM  

• Respond to this week’s HHG reading, WTNV podcast, or both.  
o Your response must include at least one comment (for example, a brief reflection or 

idea about the material), AND at least one discussion question for the class. 
o Comment on at least one of your peers’ posts. Feel free to interact with more than one. 

 
#1A30 ++ DUE ANY TIME BEFORE Friday, January 29, at midnight ++ 

• CONDUCT AN INTERVIEW: By Friday night, I want you to conduct the Paper 2 interview that we 
discussed in class. You may do your interview over the phone, Skype, email, etc., if need be. 
When you’ve finished the interview, use the “Chat” posting feature on Tumblr to transcribe the 
conversation that you had with your person. You don’t have to post the whole thing, but please 
post at least two of the questions that you asked with the answers you received.  

 
 

Week 5 Tumblr Assignments 

 
#1A30 DUE MONDAY, February 1, by 4 PM 

• FIVE WEEKS LATER: We’re now halfway through our book and podcast, and halfway through the 
class. Write a quick reflection on our halfway point. For example: what progress have you 
made? What is similar and/or different from where you started? Or, how does today’s WTNV 
relate to the first episode that we listened to / how have your interpretations changed (or not)? 
 

#1A30 DUE WEDNESDAY, February 3, by 4 PM  

• Respond to this week’s HHG reading, WTNV podcast, or both.  
o Your response must include at least one comment (for example, a brief reflection or 

idea about the material), AND at least one discussion question for the class. 
o Comment on at least one of your peers’ posts. Feel free to interact with more than one. 

 
#1A30 ++ DUE ANY TIME BEFORE Friday, February 5, at midnight ++ 

• EVERYDAY CONNECTIONS: Make a post that connects anything we’ve discussed in class to your 
everyday life. For example, TV/movies/books/music, people/events/stories from your life, etc. 

 
 



Week 6 Tumblr Assignments 

 
 
#1A30 DUE MONDAY, February 8, by 4 PM 

• THIS WEEK’S THEMES: Google or search Tumblr for posts related to the existential themes for 

unit 3: language, implication, understanding, communication, etc. Reblog something you 
find interesting and/or relevant to class. 

• EXPLAIN A CONCEPT: I try to keep the SMG reading to a minimum, but since Paper 3 is our most 
challenging assignment yet, I am asking you to read two example essays (one by a student, one 
professional). Please write a short paragraph that answers one of the following questions: 

o A question from the margins of the Lyu essay (pp. 123-128) 
o OR, a question in the “Analyze & Write” section (page 132) after the Toufexis essay 

  
#1A30 DUE WEDNESDAY, February 10, by 4 PM  

• Respond to this week’s HHG reading, WTNV podcast, or both.  
o Your response must include at least one comment (for example, a brief reflection or 

idea about the material), AND at least one discussion question for the class. 
o Comment on at least one of your peers’ posts. Feel free to interact with more than one. 

 
#1A30 ++ DUE ANY TIME BEFORE Friday, February 12, at midnight ++ 

• BIG QUESTIONS. This week’s HHG reading hinted at some of life’s “big” questions. Some of these 
may be overwhelming, personal, or scary, but choose a question or question(s) that you are 
comfortable with, and earnestly interested in exploring. It doesn’t have to actually be big, but 
choose one that feels really important to you personally. Post your question, why you’re 
interested in it, and any thoughts you have on possible answers or ways to look for answers. 

 
 

Week 7 Tumblr Assignments 

 
#1A30 DUE MONDAY, February 15, by 4 PM 

• There’s NO CLASS today, but your email peer review should be top priority. Be in touch with 
your partner on email and take your job seriously. Anyone who does not edit their partner’s 
paper by 4PM Tuesday (unless they make arrangements with the teacher and their partner 
beforehand) will not be eligible for a passing grade on their own final paper. 
 

#1A30 DUE WEDNESDAY, February 17, by 4 PM  

• Respond to this week’s HHG reading, WTNV podcast, or both.  
o Your response must include at least one comment (for example, a brief reflection or 

idea about the material), AND at least one discussion question for the class. 
o Comment on at least one of your peers’ posts. Feel free to interact with more than one. 

 
#1A30 ++ DUE ANY TIME BEFORE Friday, February 19, at midnight ++ 

• SUMMER READING PROGRAM: This week, we’ve discussed the power of language, books, and 
literacy. Make a creative post about anything you’ve read (book, short story, nonfiction, article, 
etc.) that you found personally meaningful, moving, or powerful. 

 

 



Week 8 Tumblr Assignments 

 
 
#1A30 DUE MONDAY, February 22, by 4 PM 

• COMPARE/CONTRAST: Brainstorm for Paper 4 in advance by creating a post of any kind that 
shares what YOU thought was the most interesting element of HHG, and the most interesting 
element of WTNV (so far). “Element” can mean anything: character, event, theme, relationship, 
etc. You need two “elements” – one from each text – but they do not have to relate to each 
other yet; it’s just a brainstorm, so feel free to share the first thing that comes to mind. 
  

#1A30 DUE WEDNESDAY, February 24, by 4 PM  

• Respond to this week’s HHG reading, WTNV podcast, or both.  
o Your response must include at least one comment (for example, a brief reflection or 

idea about the material), AND at least one discussion question for the class. 
o Comment on at least one of your peers’ posts. Feel free to interact with more than one. 

 
#1A30 ++ DUE ANY TIME BEFORE Friday, February 26, at midnight ++ 

• THE END? Reflect on the ending of HHG. For example, what did you think? Are you satisfied or 
dissatisfied with the ending, and why? Is it really over? Is any story really over? Answer any 
question you’d like that shares your feelings about the ending of the story, and/or your 
experience of the book as a whole, now that you’re done. 

 
 

Week 9 Tumblr Assignments 

 
#1A30 DUE MONDAY, February 29, by 4 PM 

• PEER EDITING PLAYLIST. Choose one song that you would like me to put on a playlist for today’s 
in-class editing session. It can be any song you’d like, but please post it in this way: 

o Go to YouTube and find a video of the song you’ve chosen. Beneath the video, click 
“share,” then click the “Tumblr” icon, so that the video embeds into your post. 

o In the body of your post, please briefly tell us why you chose your song. 
 

#1A30 DUE WEDNESDAY, March 2, by 4 PM  

• Respond to the Sartre reading. I know it’s challenging, but give it your best shot—we will clarify 
everything in class today. Questions to consider include, but are not limited to: How does this 
reading exemplify existentialism? Or, what kind of observations does the narrator make, and 
why are they existential? Could you take the same observations and come to a different, 
“better,” or less depressing conclusion? 

o Comment on at least one of your peers’ posts. Feel free to interact with more than one. 
 
#1A30 ++ DUE ANY TIME BEFORE Friday, March 4, at midnight ++ 

• POST ANYTHING. We have now finished all four papers, and are drawing this class to a close. 
Post anything you like as long as it relates to our class in some way. Ideas include personal 
reflection, favorite quotes, re-blogging something relevant to our class themes and commenting 
on it, sharing something interesting you’ve learned or a connection you’ve made, etc. 

 



Week 10 Tumblr Assignments 

 
#1A30 DUE MONDAY, March 7, by 4 PM 

• LESSONS FROM NIGHT VALE: We’ve now finished our class interaction with Welcome to Night 
Vale! Make a post that comments on the ending of WTNV, sharing an opinion, observation, 
connection, reflection, theory, argument, etc. You can consider the ending of the final episode, 
and/or the ending of the larger storylines / the podcast as a whole. 

o Respond to one of your classmates’ readings (like, reblog, comment). 
 

FINAL TUMBLR REFLECTION: Due via email to Ms. Butler by 4PM on Wednesday, March 9. 
 

• Choose at least 5 of your posts from this quarter that you feel represent your writing and 
thinking from various points at the beginning, middle, and end of the course. You may also 
choose your own response to someone else’s post as 1-2 of your 5 examples, if you like. 

• Copy and paste each of your 5 posts into a digital document, like Word or Docs.  

• You can format your doc any way (no MLA required). Please do include things like pictures and 
links, though. Make your document look nice. Feel free to use colors, fonts, or extra pictures. 

• Write an honest reflection that is about 300 words long. You may write your reflection in one 
chunk at the end, or as several mini-reflections after each post that you chose; whatever works. 

• In your reflection, I just want your sincere opinion of what you got out of the class, even if it’s 
something small or funny. Even if it’s something you learned about yourself, or college, or life, 
more than something you learned about writing. Use your Tumblr posts as specific “evidence” 
to give examples of what you learned, or what you were thinking about, throughout the class. 

 

 

 


