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Course Description: 

English 1C serves as an advanced English writing course that asks students not only to read 

literature, but also to “read” other forms of media in relation to past and present cultural climates. In 

this way, reading becomes as important as writing; this course asks students to think about the power 

and meaning behind language, images, fashion, music, etc. By engaging with a variety of texts and 

topics, students will gain the critical thinking skills that enable them to actively contribute to their 

own media and cultural environments. 

 

Section 26 will focus on one “traditional” literary text, and one less-traditional piece of media, which 

entered popular culture exactly 100 years apart: Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897) and Joss Whedon’s 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer (1997). Don’t worry—this is NOT a class about vampires. Rather, we will 

explore the thematic similarities between texts from Britain in the 1890s, and the U.S. in the 1990s. 

Students will examine how these texts employ media technologies, reference other media objects, 

and address similar issues, like xenophobia and contagion, as well as similar positive changes, such 

as feminist movements, technological advancements, and more.  

 

Required Materials: 

 

• Dracula by Bram Stoker. Norton Critical Edition required. Edited by Nina Auerback and 

David J. Skal (ISBN: 0393970124) 

 

• Buffy the Vampire Slayer (TV series) – select episodes from seasons 1 and 2… 

o Available digitally with a Netflix or Hulu Plus subscription. 

o Required episodes can be purchased digitally for $20 total on iTunes or Amazon 

Prime instant Video. Used DVDs are also inexpensive on Amazon. 

o DVDs are free to rent at the Riverside Public Library (read.riversideca.gov).  



Required Assignments: 

 

• Journals (daily): Brief, informal notes on a Google Doc that respond to each major reading. 

Three journals will be “extended” to require 350-500 words of formal writing.  

• Papers (3): 1200+ words each. Pre-writing, if assigned, is also required to receive credit. 

 

You must complete all Extended Journals and all three Papers to pass this class. I do not accept late 

work. My grade distribution is as follows: Participation = 10%; Journals = 15%; Paper 1 = 15%; 

Paper 2 = 20%; Paper 3 = 20%; Final Project = 20%. 

 

Daily Journals: 

 

Any time you read/watch an assigned section of our two major course texts, Buffy or Dracula, you 

must write brief, informal notes that answer the following three questions. Bullet points or 

incomplete sentences are OK, and responses are graded for the thoughtfulness of their ideas. 

1. What “language” techniques did you notice? (Word choice, literary devices, camera use, 

etc.). Write down a quote that demonstrates your point, or a description if necessary. 

2. List at least one comment/observation about the text, OR one comparison of two texts. 

3. Pose one open-ended question that would be interesting to discuss in class. 

On three occasions throughout the quarter (listed on the schedule in advance) I will ask a fourth 

question which does require a more formal response. See “Extended Journals” below. 

 

Required Papers: 

 

Extended Journals 

Throughout the quarter, I will ask you to include an additional, formal response after your informal 

notes in three (3) particular daily journals. These “extended journals” are graded writing assignments 

that ask your opinion about a particular topic. Detailed prompts will follow. 

350-500 words each (1-2 pages on Google Docs). 

 

Paper 1: Close reading of Dracula 

Analyze a specific passage/moment/character/other observation of your choice from Dracula, and 

offer an argument about what that part of the text shows about its cultural moment. You may analyze 

any element, and/or make any argument, that interests you. 1200+ words (4-6 pages, hard copy). 

 

Paper 2: Close reading of Buffy the Vampire Slayer  

Analyze a specific passage/moment/character/other observation of your choice from Buffy, and offer 

an argument about what that part of the text shows about its cultural moment. You may analyze any 

element, and/or make any argument, that interests you. 1200+ words (4-6 pages, hard copy). 

 

Paper 3: Analytical comparison with secondary sources 

Write an analytical comparison that examines a similar topic in each of the two class texts, and uses 

secondary sources to inform your observations. A more detailed prompt will follow. 1500+ words 

(4-6 pages, hard copy required). 

 

Final Project: Your final project will be a creative assignment that asks you to respond to, interpret, 

or more deeply examine at least one of our course texts. We will work on project ideas together 

during week 10. For more information on all paper topics, see individual assignment handouts. 


